PBEFACE.
IN deciding to publisli the following pages, I am aware tliat I am undertaking a great responsibility, for the subject is one which my husband felt to be of such momentous importance at the present crisis, that I know each argument would have been again tested, each expression reconsidered; and had it pleased God to spare him to finish the work, it would have been offered to the public in a far more perfect state.
I am aware, too, that it has many of the defects of a posthumous work left unfinished" by its author. Arguments are only alluded to which were intended to be more fully worked out. In the section on Confession and Absolution there would probably have been more particular reference to the Author's work on < Confession.' A section was apparently intended to have been devoted to the Adoration of the Elements. I have tried where I could to supply these deficiencies by passages taken from private note-books, which will be found either in the Appendix or at the end-of the chapter to which they refer. The march of events since the pages were written has robbed of its interest the previsions of the effects of the